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and the
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Plans of God

God wants a large family!
From the beginning of the world, God has been
creating and gathering for Himself a beloved
people. In His wisdom, He designed parents to
participate with Him in His creative powers and
purposes, bringing forth new sons and daughters,
generation after generation — and teaching them
to know their God.
Statisticians tell us that, around the world,
some 250 children are born every minute.
That’s more than four children born every
second. Yet the Scriptures leave no doubt that
God Himself is deeply interested in and directly
involved in the creation of each one of these lives,

Although the
words “be fruitful
and multiply”
are often read
as a command,
they are best
understood
as a blessing
and a promise.
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and that it is He who knits us together in
the womb (PS.139:13).
The Creator’s original blessing upon
the first man and the first woman was
accompanied by the words: “Be fruitful and
multiply” (GEN. 1:28). Although these words
are often read as a command, they are best
understood as a blessing and a promise. God
had created Adam and Eve, but He was not
yet finished with His project of creating a vast
people for Himself — a people to know, to love
and to bless.
After the fall into sin, God promised that
one day the stain of human sin, the curse of
death and the power of the devil would be
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crushed by the “offspring” of the woman,
a promise pointing forward to the birth
of one particular child, our Lord Jesus.
Even though death had now come into
the world, God’s plan to multiply and
redeem humanity would continue.
So Adam gave his wife the name Eve,
a Hebrew word meaning “Life,” thus
acknowledging God’s plan that she would
become the mother of every human to
ever live (GEN. 3:20).
After the Flood, God’s blessing to Noah
and his family again begins and ends, “Be
fruitful and multiply” (GEN. 9:1, 7), followed
by promises that will extend through
the generations, “Behold, I establish my
covenant with you and with your offspring
after you” (GEN. 9:9).
Generations later, God chose
Abraham and promised to “multiply
you exceedingly” and to “make you
exceedingly fruitful” (GEN. 17:2, 6). God
assured him, “I will fulfill my covenant
between me and you and your offspring
after you throughout their generations,
as an everlasting covenant, to be God
to you and to your offspring after
you” (GEN. 17:7).
In fact, all the families of the earth
would be blessed through Abraham
and his offspring — ultimately and
especially through his descendant
Jesus (GEN. 12:3; 22:18).
In the fullness of time, from the family
tree of Eve, of Noah and of Abraham,
God sent His promised Savior. Jesus
came to bear the sin of the world on the
cross, to reconcile the descendants of
Abraham and the whole human family
to God their Creator. To all who receive
Him, to all who believe in His name,
Jesus gives “the right to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God” (JOHN 1:12–13).
After Jesus’ resurrection, on the
day of Pentecost, Peter proclaimed the
good news of Jesus to the crowds in

Jerusalem, and the Lord added 3,000
voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who
believers to His family that day. The
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”
apostles baptized them, declaring,
(REV. 7:9–10).
“The promise is for you and for your
In the meantime, we embrace God’s
children and for all who are far off,
gift of life and of children. We serve and
everyone whom the Lord our God calls care for our neighbors, knowing that
to himself” (ACTS 2:39).
God has made each one. We tell the
God is still at work in our world
good news of God’s love and saving work
today, working the miracle of every
in Jesus — to our children in each new
human birth, and the miracle of
generation, and to all of those around us.
re-birth through faith in Christ. Across And we praise God that He creates and
generations, adding generation to
loves so many, including us.
generation, God is forming and gathering His own numerous people. His
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God wants a large family because
His love is so enormous! And the day is
coming soon when
we will actually see and hear
just how large
God’s family is
and has become.
One day, our eyes
and ears will
experience what
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