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The Big Idea:
If you’re in Grades K-8 (or know someone who is!), Concordia Seminary 
wants to know what makes your pastor wonderful. 
How to Enter:  
1. Get a piece of paper (8.5” x 11”) and some crayons, markers, colored

pencils, or pens.  
2. Somewhere on the paper, write one sentence about what makes

your pastor great.
3. On the same side of the paper, draw a picture of your pastor

in action, doing what you wrote about.
4. Write your name and age on the back of the drawing.
5. Mail it in.  Mail your Picture-Your-Pastor picture and completed

entry form to: Concordia Seminary, Picture Your Pastor Contest,
801 Seminary Pl., St. Louis, MO 63105 by April 1, 2013.

 Cool prizes and national recognition for Picture-Your-Pastor entries at every grade level.  See www.csl.edu for full contest details.
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10 Minutes with . . .

Becky Rogness 
b y  J E N I  M I L L E R   

on abortion. It is the biggest fight of our life. My 
faith has informed my decision on life; I don’t see 
any way to be Lutheran and not believe that life 
begins at conception.

  
LW: In what ways do you think Lutherans 

are uniquely positioned to address sanctity  
of life concerns?

BR: We take the biblical position on life in the 
womb, so Lutherans are in a position to stand 
up. I was very encouraged by President Harrison 
on Capitol Hill, speaking against the Health and 
Human Services mandate. We need more Lutherans 
to add their voices too. We know we’re on the right 
side of this; we just need more people to stand up 
and educate others.

Life comes from our Creator. Life comes from 
God, and it’s not man’s right to kill. We need to 
speak out against abortion; it is murder. We speak 
out against other things. Why not this? People 
need to hear about it, even from the pulpit. As 
Lutherans, we need to proclaim what is right.

  
LW: How can Lutherans involve themselves 

in promoting and protecting the sanctity  
of life?

BR: We can connect with elected officials at all 
times to share our views on life. We’re blessed to 
be in the United States where we can contact them 
and they’re elected by us. We can educate our chil-
dren and make sure they know that abortion ends 
a human’s life. We are seeing numbers of those 
claiming to be pro-choice going down; it’s at the 
lowest point it’s ever been. Young people are begin-
ning to speak out. Now we just need to keep stand-
ing up for what we believe in and what’s right.
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> jeni Miller (jenikaiser@aol.com) is an editor-at-large  
for The Lutheran Witness. 

Becky rogness (left) served as press secretary 
for rep. michele Bachmann (r, minn.).

lw: Faith and Culture

We are made and shaped by God physically. We are 
human beings from the union of maternal and pater-
nal genetic material delivered by the ovum (egg) and 

sperm to form the one-cell embryonic human being called a 
zygote. In addition, we are made and shaped by God to live the 
life of Christ in this world as Christians by water, His Word and 
faith through Holy Baptism. To be a fully human being, a new 
creation in Christ is to be righteous in His sight, and so we are 
both a created creature and a newly created child, made and 
shaped by God through His Word. 

b y  R O B E R T  W .  W E I S E

are embryos in petri dishes really human?
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I make plans, and God gives me new ones.” Becky 
Rogness, communications director for Indiana 
Right to Life and communications manager for 

Allen County Right to Life, uses those plans for  
the benefit of those without a plan and without a 
voice. A Minnesota native, Rogness followed up  
her Lutheran education in communications and  
religious studies with an internship at Fox News 
and a successful career on Capitol Hill, where 
she served as press secretary for Rep. Michele 
Bachmann.

After moving to Fort Wayne, Ind., with her hus-
band, Noah, a first-year seminarian at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, she found herself well-suited 
for the plans God had for her. “My office is 15 feet 
from the only abortion facility in Fort Wayne,” said 
Rogness. “My organization knew it was important 
to have a presence there, with women going in [to 
the facility] pregnant and coming out no longer 
pregnant. . . . Allen County is seeing decreasing 
numbers of abortions; it’s dropped 56 percent in 
five years. Any number of abortions is too high, 
but we’re moving in the right direction.”

  
LW: How does your Lutheran faith inform 

your work?
BR: I’ve always believed that life begins at con-

ception; it is always a child. I really appreciate my 
parents because my views on abortion come from 
them. I urge all parents to educate their children 
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their children in the instruction and 
discipline of the Lord (Eph. 6:1–3; 
Deut. 6:1–10). Parenting begins when 
they learn that the mother is bearing 
a human person created by God. After 
the child is born or adopted, the par-
ents will bring this child to the waters 
of Holy Baptism. This baptized child 
of God is a new creature in Christ 
with the sure and certain hope of  
living eternally in the new creation.

But when a husband and wife 
or a female parent goes through in 
vitro fertilization (IVF) or Direct Egg 
Sperm Injection (DESI) into an ovum 
(egg), the resulting embryonic human 
being is graded as to its viability for 

The rev. Dr. robert W. Weise (weiser@csl.edu) 
is professor of practical theology at concordia 
seminary, st. louis, mo. 
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lw: faith and culture

We see this outlined in the expla-
nation of the Apostles’ Creed: “I 
believe that God has made me and 
all creatures; that He has given me 
my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all 
my members, my reason and all my 
senses.” Dr. Martin Luther even writes 
on the creation of mankind: 

But He Himself shapes him 
[Adam] according to His image 
as if he were God’s partner and 
one who would enjoy God’s rest. 
So Adam is a dead and inactive 
clod before he is formed by the 
Lord. God takes that clod and 
forms from it a most beautiful 
creature, which has a share in 
immortality . . . and, as Moses 
states later, makes the woman 
out of the rib of the man. Such 
was the origin of man.

But what about today? The bur-
geoning science of assisted repro-
ductive technology, including more 
than 28 reproductive ways to make 
a baby (this excludes God’s Word in 
Genesis “to be fruitful and multiply”), 
the freezing and thawing of human 
embryos, as well as embryonic stem 
cell research, continues to trivialize 
the tiniest and weakest amongst us: 
the embryonic human being. But what 
should we as Christians consider 
when we discuss the relationship  
of parenting to assisted reproductive 
technology, especially as it results  
in the freezing and thawing of  
embryonic human beings and their 
ultimate death?

God’s Word affirms that the child 
in the womb is a human being, a 
person in continuous development 
(Ex. 21:22; Job 31:15; Is. 44:2; Jer. 
1:5; Ps. 51:5). God knows the child 
in the womb as a human being. This 
becomes more profound and compel-
ling within the context of the incarna-
tion of God who became like one of 
us from His incarnate conception and 
birth (Luke 1:31; the Nicene Creed). 

From conception through birth 
and beyond, parents are to raise  

implantation. If the human embryo 
is not viable to the naked eye, the 
embryo will be destroyed. If the 
embryo is viable, he/she will be 
implanted, with the extra or spare fer-
tilized embryos (4–7 day old) frozen 
at -3210F in liquid nitrogen. Right now, 
there are more than 500,000 unwant-
ed, homeless embryonic human 
beings remaining in liquid nitrogen. 
These may be thawed and used for 
embryonic stem cell research, result-
ing in their destruction.

You cannot parent a frozen 
embryonic human being. When frozen 
embryonic human beings are thawed, 
7 percent to 57 percent will die. 
Again, this is not caring for the least 
of the tiniest human beings amongst 
us who are God’s creatures with a 
body and soul. Human beings, regard-
less of their stage of development 
or age, should not be frozen, but we 
should instead “defend them,” accord-
ing to the Eighth Commandment. 
They should be either returned to the 
mother’s womb, given up for adop-
tion (www.nightlight.org/snowflake-
embryo-adoption) or remain frozen.  
To remove the liquid nitrogen bath of 
the frozen embryos may be compared 
to human embryonic euthanasia.

Parents who enter the world of 
assisted reproductive technology that 
results in adult humans determin-
ing which embryonic human being 
lives and which dies, and which will 
be implanted and which will be fro-
zen, need to pray and reflect on their 
parental responsibility to raise their 
child in the instruction and discipline 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Parents are 
called by their God-given vocation 
to nurture their children from con-
ception onward. The gift of human 
creation by the Creator God-Man, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, compels 
Christians to care for these little  
ones at all times. As baptized 
Christians, we are neighbor to the 
weakest amongst us—the embryonic 
human being who is shaped by God 
physically and declared righteous  
in His sight at his or her Baptism.  

as baptized Christians, we 

are neighbor to the weakest 

amongst us—the embryonic 

human being who is shaped  

by god physically and  

declared righteous in his  

sight at his or her Baptism.

There are children 
who have never 
heard about Jesus

VBS is your mission closest to home. Concordia’s 
Tell It on the Mountain VBS helps volunteers 
like you plan, prepare, and produce a VBS with 
purpose. Every song, craft, and game teaches 
children about the one true God — making it 
simple for you to share the Good News with 
kids in your community. 

VBS can’t happen without you!  
Ask your pastor how you can help. Scan this QR code

cph.org/vbsqr

vbs.cph.org
1-800-325-3040
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go to www.lcms.org/life to learn about the lcms’ 
first-ever life conference in washington, d.c.
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